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Neighbourhoods for Living has been very popular since its launch in 2003, 
this is its 3rd edition. This re-launch comes at an important time for our city. 
There is an ambitious target for Leeds to deliver 70,000 homes by 2028. 
We are aiming for Leeds to be the best city in UK with strong, sustainable 
economic growth, a suitable housing mix, and excellent places to live for 
existing and future residents. Our Core Strategy provides a strong basis 
for this endeavour setting out the over-arching policy framework which 
is supported by Neighbourhoods for Living, Supplementary Planning 
Documents, Neighbourhood Design Statements, and saved policies and 
documents. 

We want our partners to join with us to deliver the highest quality we 
can for the people of Leeds. We are looking for both quality and quantity 
in our delivery. Positive character and identity of individual places and 
communities is important to Leeds as it moves forward with delivery of 
housing growth. Over the past year I have initiated collaborative workshops, 
and the Council has been listening to stakeholders. We have engaged 
with developers, providers, design teams, Councillors, Council officers 
and other stakeholders to consider the key issues of delivery, and our 
Neighbourhood Planning processes are helping us understand people and 
places better. As a city, we have embarked on the Council housing growth 
programme representing some £73m investment in new housing which 
aims to deliver nearly 1000 new Council homes. This has led us to refresh 
our understanding of quality standards, and we developed these under 3 
themes: design quality, space standards and energy efficiency standards. 
Together we are calling these themes the Leeds Housing Standard. This re-
launch of Neighbourhoods for Living represents the ‘design quality’ ambition 
of the work, and provides further explanatory information following the 
participatory workshops. 

The ‘Neighbourhoods for Living Memoranda 2015’ assists in providing 
clarity about key current issues of design quality and we are encouraging 
better working together. This enables more effective and efficient 
planning processes. Early involvement of key stakeholders is essential to 
good practice and we are emphasising this to assist developers deliver 
good, responsive and attractive schemes. We want to work together to 
complement the rich character of our city, towns, villages and suburbs, and 
continue to create the great legacy of producing places and houses that last 
and are worthy of future generations.

Please look at our Memoranda and refresh your knowledge of 
Neighbourhoods for Living, and make contact early in your consideration of 
proposed sites. We are open for business for quality schemes, and we have 
a strong vision to be the best city for new housing in UK, and we would love 
our partners and stakeholders to join us.
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